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 SJS Science Fair Overview 

 GOAL: Qualify for the Oakland Diocese Science Fair 
 Saturday, February 4th, 2023 at Saint Joseph Notre Dame HS, Alameda 

 Six entries accepted 

 1.  Partner Pairing - direct to Ms Shapona 
 8th Grade:  May choose their partner no later than Friday, November 18th 
 7th Grade  : May choose their partner no later than Friday, November 18th 
 6th Grade:  No partner options 
 Please complete the form by November 18, 2022. 

 2.  Pre Proposal Form - direct to SJND 
 This form will help students determine if they need to submit a project proposal to Saint 
 Joseph Notre Dame High School before beginning experimentation. Students will be 
 sent required forms after the proposal is approved. 
 NOTE: Not all students will need to submit a pre-proposal for approval. 
 Only projects which involve (even if only observing) human subjects, invertebrate or 
 non-human vertebrate animals, recombinant DNA, tissues, pathogenic agents, or 
 controlled substances must be pre-approved. 
 Please complete this form by November 30, 2022. 

 3.  Hypothesis Form - direct to Ms Shapona 
 Submit Page 7 
 Complete numbered pages 3-7 and submit your hypothesis form for approval. 
 Students with an approved hypothesis will be sent notice of approval. 
 Please complete this form by December 2, 2022. 

 4.  Written Report - direct to Ms Shapona 
 Submit the written report outlined on numbered page 15 
 Complete pages 8-15 and submit your report. 
 Please complete this form by January 11th, 2023. 



 5.  Science Fair Presentation - direct to SJS Science Fair 
 Boards are posted in the gymnasium for judging 
 Awards presented and participation forms for the winners to join the Oakland 
 Diocese Fair 
 Students must be present to interview and explain their project 
 January 25th, 2023. 

 6.  Participation Form for SJND - direct to SJND 
 Submit completed form to SJND 
 Please complete this form by January 30th, 2023. 

 7.  Participation in Oakland Diocese Science Fair 
 Submit to SJND 
 Students must be present to interview and explain their project 
 February 4th 2023 
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 Science Fair Written Report/Rubric 
 The written report is a summary of everything you did to investigate your topic. The written 

 report provides the reader with vital information on what your project is about as well as its effect 
 on your understanding of the topic. Usually, the written report is 5-30 pages in length. All 

 information must be included in the written report. This report provides you with the 
 opportunities to think about the complete project as a whole and share your ideas with others. 

 Reports should be neatly bound in an attractive binder. 
 ●  Typed, double spaced. One inch margins, and 12 pt Times New Roman Font 
 ●  Remember to put headings/titles on graphs/charts/tables 
 ●  All photographs must have captions explaining their significance 
 ●  Recheck your calculations, spelling and grammar 
 ●  Before you hand in your report, make sure you have reread, revised and 

 retyped all corrections 

 Each student is required to write their own individual report, even if they chose to work with a 
 partner. All written reports of the science fair project should include: 

 POINTS 

 ____  /5___  Title Page 

 The first page in the report should include the title of the project as well as the name, number 
 and grade of the student. 

 ____  /5___  Acknowledgement 

 Here is where you thank everyone who helped to make your project successful (including Mom, 
 Dad, Grandparents, Aunts, Guardians and Neighbors.) Everyone that you interviewed, including 
 teachers, scientists, and other experts in the field should be mentioned here. 

 ____  /10___  Table of Contents 

 This page provides the reader with a list of different parts of the project and the page number on 
 which each section can be found. 

 ____  /10___  Statement of Purpose 

 This page states the purpose of the project in the form of a question. 

 ____  /10___  Hypothesis 

 You must have a hypothesis before you complete the project. A hypothesis is an educated 
 guess about what you think will occur as a result from completing your experiment. 



 ____  /10___  Research 

 This is the part of the report that contains all the background information collected about your 
 topic. Any books or articles read from the internet, journals, authorities on the topic that you 
 spoke with, or outside materials collected should be summarized in this section. This section 
 should be written in your own words and NOT copied from your resources. 

 ____  /10___  Materials 

 This is a list of all the materials and supplies used in the project. Quantities and amounts of 
 each should also be indicated. All materials are usually listed in bullet point format. 

 ____  /10___  Procedure 

 You will list and describe the steps you took to complete the project. This is listed in a numerical 
 sequence. This part shows the stages of the project so that another person can carry out the 
 experiment. 

 ____  /20___  Observations and Results 

 In this section, you will tell what you learned from the project. It is also IMPORTANT to include 
 all graphs, charts, or other visual data (pictures) that helps you show your results. 

 ____  /10___  Conclusion 

 This is a brief statement explaining why your project turned out the way it did. You should 
 explain why the events you observed occurred. The conclusion should tell whether the 
 hypothesis was proven or not proven. Provide the reason(s) why you chose to learn more about 
 the subject. You could also add what you know now that you didn't know before you completed 
 your project. 

 ____  /10___  Reference Page 

 The bibliography should list all the printed materials the student used to carry out the project. 
 Items should be listed in alphabetical order in a standard format. These websites are a great 
 place to go and find the proper way of writing a bibliography.  http://www.bibme.org  or 
 http:///www.easybib.com 



 Science Fair Display Board 
 POINTS 

 ____  /40___  Display 

 Is the display neatly organized and the design pleasing?  (-1 to -10) 
 Are the Scientific Question, Hypothesis, Materials, Procedures, Results, and 
 Conclusion labeled?   (-2 each) 
 Is there a Title  If not, -5  Is it in the proper location?   (-1 each) 
 Is the student’s class number below the Title?  (-1 each) 
 Are there at least 3 appealing pictures that pertain to the experiment? (-1 each) 

 ____  /20___  Scientific Question 
 Is there a Scientific Question?  (-10) 
 Is the Scientific Question labeled?  (-2) 
 Is the Scientific Question in the proper location?  (-1) 
 Does the question end with a “?”  (-1) 
 Does the question make sense?  (-1 to -5) 

 ____  /20___  Hypothesis 
 Is there a Hypothesis?  (-10) 
 Does the Hypothesis end with a period?  (-1) 
 Does the Hypothesis relate to the experiment performed? (-1 to -7) 
 Does the Hypothesis answer the scientific question?  (-5) 
 Does the Hypothesis make sense?  (-1 to -5) 

 ____  /20___  Materials 
 Is there a list of materials?  (-10) 
 Is the list of materials in the proper location?  (-1) 
 Is it difficult to read the list?  (-2) 
 Are all the items included that were necessary for the experiment? (-2 each) 

 ____  /30___  Procedures 
 Is there a list of procedures (-10) 
 Is the list of procedures in the proper location (-1) 
 Are the procedures numbered? (-2) 
 Does the list have fewer than 5 procedures? (-2 each <5) 
 Does each procedure make sense? (-1 per confusing procedure) 
 Can the list be followed to replicate the experiment? (-1 to -4) 
 Is the “Gather all materials” your first procedure? (-1) 
 Is “Record results” your last procedure? (-1) 



 ____  /20___  Results 
 Are the results on the board? (-10) 
 Are the results in the proper location? (-1) 
 Are the results displayed in table or graph form? (-9) 
 Are the results easy to read? (-3) 
 Is the table or graph constructed accurately?  (-10) 
 If GRAPH, is the Y axis properly labeled (-2 partial, -4 not at all) 
 If GRAPH, is the X axis properly labeled (-2 partial, -4 not at all) 
 If TABLE, is the table properly labeled?  (-4 partial, -8 not at all) 

 ____  /20___  TRIALS 
 Is there evidence of at least 3 experimental trials? (-1 for each missing trial) 

 ____  /20___  Conclusion 
 Is there a conclusion? (-10) 
 Is the conclusion in the proper location?  (-1) 
 Does the conclusion end with something other than period?  (-1) 
 Does the conclusion respond to the question? (-2 to -5) 
 Does the conclusion fit given the hypothesis? (-2 to -5) 

 ____  /20  ___  Background Information 
 Is there Background Information? (-10) 
 Is the Background Information in the proper location? (-1) 
 Is the Background Information clearly labeled using headings? (-1) 
 Does the Background Information speak to the experiment topic? (-1 to -9) 

 ____  /10___  Bibliography 
 Is there a bibliography? (-5) 
 Is the bibliography in the proper location? (-1) 
 Is the bibliography clearly labeled? (-1) 
 Is the bibliography accurate? (-1) 

 ____  /20___  Log or Journal (on table in front of the display) 
 Is there a log or journal included (scientific notes)? (-5) 
 Is the log handwritten? (-1) 
 Is the log or journal clearly labeled? (-1) 
 Does the log or journal include all results reported regarding the experiment? 
 (-1 to -3) 

 ____  _____  Further Questions  –  Extra Credit  (+1 to +5) Explanation of extra points 
 ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 ____  _____  Total Points (possible 240) 

 NOTE:  Please check your work for spelling errors!  1-3 points will be deducted for spelling 
 errors in each section depending upon the number and if the error is in the title/heading or 
 simply in the body of the written work for that section.  These deducted points will have a “sp” 
 and or - to denote that spelling errors caused the deduction. 


